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the Parliament of the United Kingdom55. The declara- Chaste
tion solemnly asserts that any change in the succession —1
must be made by common action, and it is inevitable
that the conclusion should thence be derived that the
union of the parts of the Commonwealth is one which
cannot be dissolved by unilateral action. This was the
sense given to the proposed clause when it was accepted
by the Conference of 1929 by General Smuts,1 who
naturally insisted that the intention of the preamble
was to negative the idea of the right of any part of
the Commonwealth to sever itself from the rest, save
as the result of common assent. Obvious and indeed
unavoidable as this interpretation is, it was necessarily
repudiated by General Hertzog, when his attention was
called to the fact that the agreement of 1929 seemed
deliberately to negate his favourite theory of the right
of secession. He obtained, therefore, from the Houses
of Parliament a rider to the resolutions accepting the
report of 1929 to the effect that acceptance of the
clause in question did not affect the right of any
Dominion to secede, and he announced his intention
of securing from the Imperial Conference of 1930
formal endorsement of this doctrine. The reports of the
proceedings of the Conference are silent on this head;
it would indeed have been utterly impossible for the
British Government or the Governments of any of the
Dominions without the prior approval of their Parlia-
ments to homologate in any form the doctrine of the
right of secession, and a certain ludicrous side of
the contention was illustrated by the bon mot of the
Secretary of State for Dominion Affairs who assured
the press that no one doubted the right of a Dominion
1 Keith, Journ. Gomp. Leg. xii. 281, 282.

